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English I

“Leaving It All Behind” pg. 931

Assignment #1 Writing: What personal challenges have you faced that you were unsure you could
meet? How did you manage to meet the challenge?

Assignment #2 Reading Strategy: Respond to Events (graphic organizer)

Assignment #3 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection)

Assignment #4 Grammar: Commas with Nonrestrictive Phrases and Clauses pg. 15-16

“Over Hill and Under Hill from The Hobbit” pg. 936

Assignment #5 Writing: Why do you think writers and artists create fantastical, imaginary worlds?

Assignment #6 Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Characters (graphic organizer)

Assignment #7 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection)

Assignment #8 Grammar: Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement pg. 154-155

“from The Hobbit” pg. 950 (graphic novel)

Assignment #9 Writing: If you could live in a fictional world, where would you live?

Assignment #10 Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Versions of a Story (graphic organizer)

Assignment #11 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection)

Assignment #12 Grammar: Using the Right Words pg. 58-59

*Reading selections and questions are taken from Glencoe Texas Treasures (district adopted textbook)

*Grammar skills are taken from Write Source (district adopted textbook)



Assignment #1:
Connect to the Story

What personal challenges have you faced that you were unsure you could meet?
How did you manage to meet the challenge?




Assignments #2:

Reading Strategy: Respond to Events

Event in Selection

Response
(What events did you like, dislike, find
interesting, or find surprising? Why?)







Informational Text

new home slip by. Our arrivnl.
in Shenzhen had been fraught
with anticipation: fnr' M“
because she had so much riding
on this journey; for me b"ca"s;
I was writing about what woul
n to her.

ha?'getold Chinese friends tha.t I
wanted to find a country girl
lured from her home by the
promise of the city. Mo had
been introduced to me by her
cousin, a tour guide in
Yangshuo, a vacation spot on
the Li River about 400 miles
from Shenzhen. When I met
Mo, I thought she was all
wrong. I wanted a typical
migrant—whatever tha‘t
meant—and Mo had tinted hair
and stylish, bleach-striped
jeans. After a three-month stay
with her cousin, she already
seemed a bit worldly.

Mo had been one of the best
students in her middle school,
but high school cost $500 a
year—nearly seven times her
farmer family’s annual income.
If she got a decent job in
{ Shenzhen, she figured, she
could save enough money in a
year or two to attend a
vocational school and learn
a skill, like computer
programming or English, which
in turn could get her a better
job. She wanted to build a new
house for her parents and treat
herself to “one of those tape
recorders, the kind with the
earphones that you can listen to
in bed before you fall asleep.”
She believed Shenzhen had the
power to change her life.

I was impressed by Mo’s
determination—and by her
courage. She had only $100
when she boarded the bus in

932 UNITs EPIC AND MYTH

Yangshuo. It seemed to me an
incredibly risky proposition,
but when I'd pressed her to tell
me how she would manage,
shejustshrugged her shoulders.
She’d work it out when she got
there. “Bu yaojin,” Mo would
often say: “It’s not serious.”

But now that she’d arrived in
Shenzhen, it all felt very serious.
I started to worry that the trip
had been a mistake. Mark
Leong, the photographer, and 1
had agreed to try our best to
observe Mo without interfering
in her decisions; we’d agreed to
intercede only if we thought
she was putting herself in dan-
ger. Now we wondered if we’d
been irresponsible to put so
much faith in the dreams of a
17-year-old who’d never been
more than three hours away
from home.

Saying Good-bye

Two days before leaving
Yangshuo for Shenzhen, Mo had
returned to her parents’ farm to

NO

HO

Mo (in je

sneakers)

one last d

family far
»jeining ch

migrant w

say good-bye. Mo’s fath
Simin, had come to the vi
Matou in 1972 to ma
wife’s family had lived in
avillage of about 50 house
for generations. Neither of
parents had ever tra
outside Guangxi pro
“Being a farmer is relat
difficult,” Li told me, b
sounded modestly satisfied
what he’d achieved. The fz
ate the rice he grew, raised
and grew oranges and po
for cash—about $75 1
years—and could now affo
eat meat a few times a mont

The mud-brick house
comfortably cool and airy.
four rooms were clean a
furnished with the barest
necessities. The only decoratic






another fare, and Mo gpent the
hour-long ride with her l'\ead in
her hands, feeling carsick: ;
the Longhua stop, Mo squatte f
on the sidewalk for nearly !ml

an hour. Behind her was a giant
sign for the Star River Talent
Market, an employment agency.
For a long time she seemed not

u to see it.

The Star River office had a
giant bulletin board cluttered
with hand-painted and
computer-printed job listings.
Mo wrote down the address of a
factory looking for “ordinary
workers,” and we tried to find
it. The search for the Meiyu
Electric Works ate up the rest of
the day. Firstwe walked, passing
factory upon factory with signs
on their doors advertising
vacancies. Then we took a bus
in the wrong direction. We
reached Meiyu four hours later
on motorcycle taxis. By the time
we arrived, the job Mo wanted
had been filled.

Mo visited an employment agency,
took a motorcycle taxi to a factory,
and got lost on buses.

for the bus stop to

kin
etL (l;:ck go ghenzhen, Mo got
lost again. fventually, in
s she overcame her

desperaﬂonr asking directions,

f
o boarded our last bus o
:l?ed dv:y. By then Mo had spent

than $2 on bus fares. She
mﬁ't had lunch. ”Lon”ghua
isn’t what I'd expected, she
said. “I thought it would be
smaller and the factories woulg
be easier to find. It’s abad place.
Tomorrow, she said, she would
stay closer to her base. “There
was a moment today,” she
whispered, “when I didn’t think
1'd find my way back.”

That night, I left Mo and
went to find an Internet café.
When]I called theboardinghouse
to say I was on my way back,
Mo sounded giddy: “Can I tell
you something? While you
were out, I found a job.” The
next morning, she bounced in
her chair as she related the
story. On the bus back from
Longhua, she had spotted a
restaurant with a “Help

Wanted” sign in the wi
Later, she retraced Indgy,
found the rcstaUranetroute,
waited an hour for the ma .
He offered her a Wa“:na,
job on the spot. The salaress'ng
only 500 yuan, or $60, a my Wag
but the job came with free Onth,
and board. “I was g¢ hap " s
night,” said Mo, 7| thozy gt
was going to die.” Bht |

Working Girl

I walked with her ¢, th
restaurant, which wag g, :
bustling, tree-lined street, whila
Mo went inside to put down .
260-yuan ($30) deposit for hei
uniform, I noticed that the
restaurant was open 24 hoyrs ,
day. There were grandparents
playing with babies right
outside, and the neighborhood
seemed safe. A cab driver said
the restaurant was known for
24-hour dim sum, a brunch or
light meal.

Mo emerged a few hours later
with a shiny tag stamped with
her employee number—and an
enormous smile. That afternoon,
we shopped for necessities. Mo
weighed each purchase heavily.
She bought a ceramic mug for 3
yuan instead of a 5-yuan plastic
mug with a cartoon character.
After buying a towel to use as a
blanket (22 yuan), she decided
she could live without a pillow. A
blue plastic bowl to wash her
clothes cost 4 yuan—twice as
much as it would have been at
home, she said. Her one
extravagance was a fork. It cost
more than a pair of chopsticks,
!)ut for some reason she wanted
itbadly. Her bill for the day came
to $5—the most money Mo had






Assignment #3:

Respond and Think Critically

Please respond to the following questions over “Leaving It All Behind” (pgs. 931-935) on the
space provided below.

1. Summarize Events: Write a brief summary of the main events in this article.

2. Connect to Personal Experience: Consider Susan Jakes’s decision to follow Mo and
observe her life. Would you allow a journalist to observe your life in the same way?
Why or why not?

3. Identify Structure: Identify the structure, or organization, of “Leaving It All Behind.”
What words or phrases reveal this structure?

4. Examine Cause and Effect Relationships: Summarize what happened at Mo’s job after
two months. Why did she react in this way?



5. Draw Conclusions About the Author: Explain the preconceptions the writer has about
migrant workers. DO you think these preconceptions interfere with her portrayal of
Mo? Why or Why not?

6. Analyze Detail: What details does the writer use to illustrate Mo’s youthful and
energetic demeanor? Explain how these details affect the story.

7. Draw Conclusions About Events: Jakes wrote that Mo “believed Shenzhen had the
power to change her life.” Based on the outcome of the article, what do you think Mo
may have learned from her journey.



Assignment #4: Grammar







Assignment #6

Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Characters

When you compare and contrast characters, you look for similarities and differences in the way
characters think, look, and act. You can also compare and contrast the way characters are
presented: with great detail or with only a few words. When reading fiction, consider how the
author develops complex characters. As you read, ask yourself, What similarities and differences
do | notice among the characters?

Main Characters Minor Characters

* You may not need to fill in all the boxes on both sides.
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" Mountain Landscape with Firtrees

53 x 71.5 cm. Collection of Gemaldegalerie,
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and the dwarves are on?
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ere compare with the journey Bilbo, Gandalf,

“Well, if you know of anywhere better,
take us there!” said Gandalf, who was feel-
ing very grumpy, and was far from happy
about the giants himself. '

The end of their argument was that they
sent Fili and Kili to look for a better shelter.
They had very sharp eyes, and being the
youngest of the dwarves by some fifty years
they usually got these sort of jobs (When
everybody could see that it was absolutely
no use sending Bilbo). There is nothing like
looki.ng, if you want to find something (or so
Tl}otm said to the young dwarves). You cer-

ays quite the 1ine
were after. So it p};osed on thissoe;g*‘ iy

" Soon Fili and Kili
holding on to the rc
have found a dry
round the next «
could get inside.”

“Have you thor
the wizard, who kne
mountains were seldom

“Yes, yes!” they said, though e
knew they could not have been
it; they had come back too quick
all that big, and it does not go'

That, of course, is the danger
about caves: you don’t know h¢
go back, sometimes, or wh 2
behind may lead to, or what!
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The Posillipo Cave at Naples. Hubert Robert. il on canvas. Collection of Musée

Jeanne d’Aboville, La Fere, France.

View 2e Ar? Hubert Robert was nicknamed “Robert des Ruines,” French for “Robert
of the ruins,” because he often painted old crumbling buildings. What mood does *
the single source of light in this painting help create?

Iam afraid that was the last they ever
saw of those excellent little ponies, includ-
ing a jolly sturdy little white fellow that
Elrond had lent to Gandalf, since his horse
was not suitable for the mountain-paths.
For goblins eat horses and ponies and don-
keys (and other much more dreadful
things), and they are always hungry. Just
now, however, the prisoners were thinking
only of themselves. The goblins chained
their hands behind their backs and linked
them all together in a line, and dragged
them to the far end of the cavern with little
Bilbo tugging at the end of the row.

ére in the shadows on a large flat
Stone sat a tremendous goblin with a huge

head, and armed goblins were standing
round him carrying the axes and the bent
swords that they use. Now goblins are
cruel, wicked, and bad-hearted. They make
no beautiful things, but they make many
clever ones. They can tunnel and mine as
well as any but the most skilled dwarves,
when they take the trouble, though they are
usually untidy and dirty. Hammers, axes,
swords, daggers, pickaxes, tongs, and also
instruments of torture, they make very
well, or get other people to make to their
design, prisoners and slaves that have to
work till they die for want of air and light.
It is not unlikely that they invented some of
the machines that have since troubled the

J.R.R. TOLKIEN 943












Assignment #7:

Respond and Think Critically

Please respond to the following questions over “Over Hill and Under Hill from The Hobbit” (pgs.
938-947) on the space provided below.

1. Connect to Personal Experience: What do you think is the most unbelievable or
fantastical element of this story? Explain your thoughts.

2. Interpret Symbolism: What does darkness symbolize in this selection? Explain your
answer and support it with text evidence.

3. Analyze Plot: Bilbo’s journey is full of twists and turns. What makes the plot of this
selection full of ups and downs?

4. Analyze Characterization: Identify dialogue or descriptions that reveal the personality
traits of the goblins. What method(s) of characterization does Tolkien use to reveal
these personality traits?



5. Draw Conclusions About Character: Which character would you describe as heroic?
What qualities does he demonstrate that might suggest he is a hero? Support your
answer with examples from the text.

6. Draw Conclusions About Author’s Purpose: Jot down three words that you think
capture this journey. Why do you think Tolkien uses the subject of the journey to help

create this fantasy story?

7. Evaluate Literature: J.R.R. Tolkien himself acknowledged that he would probably be
remembers as the author of The Lord of the Rings, even though he accomplished a
great deal more. Why do you think this work of literature continues to capture

audiences?



Assignment #8
Grammar: Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 1

Pronouns must agree in number and gender with their antecedents, the words to which the
pronouns refer. Turn to page 798 in Write Source.

Underline the antecedent for each pair of pronouns below; then choose the pronoun
that agrees in number with its antecedent. Write that pronoun on the line provided. For
an indefinite pronoun (like “everyone”) use the phrase “his or her” or “her or his.”

1. Each of the female runners in the race bet‘cered (her, their)

previous best time. her i

P

Not everyone should include a four-year college in
(his or her, their) future.

w

Both of the girls told (fer, their) parents about the dance.

The team has chosen Waldo as (its, their) mascot.

Many of Jack’s errors reveal (his, their) lack of practice.

o o A

. Can anybody do this worksheet correctly without
(his or her, their) handbook?

N

The assembly voted to raise (its, their) salaries by 10 percent.

8. Has anybody gotten (her or his, their) parents to chaperone
the dance?

9. Either Ramona or Christine will have to bring (her; their)
toboggan if we hope to have enough room for everyone.

10. No one going on the trip needs to bring (his or her, their) :
own lunch.

11. If Carmen budgets time carefully, (she, they) will have little
trouble finding time for both work and play.

12. If you find my notes or outline, please bring (i¢, them) to me.
13. Mario and Paulo showed slides of (his, their) home in Brazil.

14. The players and manager were asked to give (her or his, their)
predictions about the coming season.

15. Either the drummer or the tuba player left (his or her, their)
sheet music in the band room.

Extend: Write a sentence for each of the following words, and make each pronoun agree with
its antecedent: each, any, everybody, none, and one.

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company
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Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement 2

Circle the correct pronoun and underline its antecedent.

- =
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Has either Toya or Heather remembered (their, backpack?

Everyone on the girls’ team discovered (her; their) own special strengths.

In all the excitement, one of the first contestants lost (their, his or her) shoes. ‘
Somebody must have completely lost (her or his, their) mind!

When Amber left the cafeteria, (¢hey, she) must have forgotten her backpack.
Neither Jordan nor his parents wanted (his, their) dessert.

Every dog has (its, their) day.

If Tina, Lena, or Sabrina would visit us, (¢hey, she) would have a big surprise.
Because of a soccer player’s schedule, (ke or she, they) cannot run cross-country.
Even after a long debate, the student senate could not make up (¢heir; its) mind.
Either Mr. Green or Mr. Slade backed (their, his) car into the sculpture.

Max and Ali were very concerned about (Ais, their) hair loss:

Each woman in the room had completed (their, her) questionnaire.

Many people cannot express (their, his or her) true feelings.

Will anyone come forward and claim (her or his, their) prize?

Because of all the uncertainty, nobody dared to offer (¢their, his or her) opinion. .
Each of the academic teams had (i¢s, their) own human computer.

Someone tell Kent or Chantal to bring (their, his or her) soccer ball tomorrow.
Both of the returning travelers are eager to describe (her; their) trip.

When I locate your black jacket or your down coat, I will send (it, them) to you.

Extend: Write sentences using each of these pronouns: his, her, them, theirs, he, she, it, you,
they. Be certain to also include antecedents for the pronouns. Exchange papers with a classmate
and check each other’s sentences for pronoun-antecedent agreement.

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company




Assignment #9:

Connect to the Story

If you could live in a fictional world, where would you live and why?




Assignment #10

Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Versions of a Story

When you compare and contrast, you identify the similarities and differences between two
works of literature. Many elements of different works can be compared and contrasted,
including theme, imagery, use of language, characterization, and setting. As you read, take
notes on the images in the graphic novel version of The Hobbit. Ask yourself, How are the
images similar to and different from images evoked by the original text?

Images Similarities Differences
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Graphic Novel

SHELTERED FROM A
::’.ORM IN WHAT
ONVEN

MIGHT | ASK
WHAT YOU WERE
DOING UP IN THE
MOLINTAINS AT ALL,
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Assignment #11.:

Respond and Think Critically

Please respond to the following questions over “from The Hobbit” (pgs. 950-954) on the space
provided below.

1. Summarize Events: Write a brief summary of the main events in this excerpt before
you answer the following questions.

2. Connect to Personal Experience: Does the graphic novel version of The Hobbit
enhance your understanding of the original text? Explain your answer.

3. Explain Symbols: What happens to the dwarves in this selection? What do you think
the dwarves and the goblins represent?

4. Evaluate Visual Elements: What aspect of direct characterization, or statements about
character, do Wenzel’s illustrations convey? Are the illustrations effective? Why or
why not? Support your answer with examples from the text.



5. Draw Conclusions About Literary Works: Why do you think Dixon does not use many
direct quotes from the original text of The Hobbit? Do you think there is value in
adapting literary works to other mediums? Why or why not?

6. Analyze Author’s Craft: Why do you think Dixon uses dialogue instead of narration for
his adaptation of the The Hobbit?

7. Compare and Contrast Literature: Consult the chart you created as you read the
selection. In what ways is Dixon’s version of The Hobbit similar to the original text?
How is it different? Offer details from both literary works to support your idea.



Assignment #12
Grammar: Using the Right Words

[« [rercs B30

~ ELPS 1C, 4C, 5C

Using the Right Word 1

Turn to pages 726 and 728 in Write Source for help.

Write the correct word above each underlined word that is wrong. If an underlined
word is correct, write a C above it.

1. This biannual parade is always held on the third Saturday in September.

The clowns, who are the crowd favorites, walk among the mayor’s car and the

N

high school marching band.
3. The hot sun had a bad affect on one float’s fresh flowers.
| 4. The Jaycees had an amazing float that looked like a desert aisle.
5. The number of parade entries easily exceeded last year’s total of 35.
6. One parade watcher said she will gladly adopt to hot weather as long as there is

shade along the parade route.

7. All the antique cars except one jalopy were perfectly restored and polished for

the car show.

8. The steep assent to the city park marked the end of the parade route.
9. A huge display wall on the back of the final float fell to the pavement and was
bent bad.

10

Alot of help was needed to clear the street.

11. Volunteers made sure the float was alright before continuing to the big rally in
the park.

12

In spite of the accident, the parade was all together a grand success.

© Houghton Miffin Harcourt Publishing Company ‘
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Using the Right Word
ELPS 1, 4C, 5C

Using the Right Word 2

Turn to pages 730 and 732 in Write Source for help.

Circle the correct word from the pair in parentheses to complete each sentence.

1. In ancient Rome, purple (die, dye) for clothing was resetved for emperors.

2. On the other hand, many ordinary Roman citizens often wore (coarse, course),
plain cloth.

3. (Can, May) you imagine wearing only one kind of clothing?

4. Rome, one of the largest cities of its day, was the (capital, capitol) city of the
Roman Empire.

5. Roman emperors often sought (council, counsel) from their favorite generals.

6. Julius Caesar fought the Gauls when they tried to (break, brake) away from
Roman rule.

7. During the reign of Trajan, the Roman Empire expanded (farther, further) than
ever before.

8. Roman generals had their soldiers build numerous roads, walls, and forts to
keep them from getting (board, bored).

9. Roman emperors (cent, sent, scent) trusted military officers to rule their
conquered provinces.

10. The Romans built beautiful structures, but they never built a (capital, capitol)

building.

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company




