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“What Makes a Hero?” pg. 913 

Assignment #1 Writing: How do you define heroism? Whom do you see as a hero and why? 

Assignment #2 Reading Strategy: Analyze Text Structure (graphic organizer) 

Assignment #3 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection) 

Assignment #4 Grammar: Commas After Introductory Phrases &  

                              Clauses and Commas to Set Off Contrasted Elements & Appositives 

 

“from Sundiata” pg. 920 

Assignment #5 Writing: Write about a time when you had to handle a difficult choice? 

Assignment #6 Reading Strategy: Identify Genre (graphic organizer) 

Assignment #7 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection) 

Assignment #8  Grammar: Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement  

 

“from The Lion of Mali” pg. 927 (graphic novel) 

Assignment #9 Writing: Write about a time you had to display courage. 

Assignment #10 Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Versions of a Story (graphic organizer) 

Assignment #11 Respond & Think Critically to Literature (answer questions about the selection) 

Assignment #12 Grammar: Using the Right Words  

 

 

*Reading selections and questions are taken from Glencoe Texas Treasures (district adopted textbook) 

*Grammar skills are taken from Write Source (district adopted textbook) 

 

 



Assignment #1:   

Connect to the Story 

How do you define heroism? Whom do you see as a hero and why? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignments #2: 

Reading Strategy: Analyze Text Structure 

When you analyze text structure, you make and defend inferences and draw conclusions about 

the pattern a writer uses to organize ideas and how it affects meaning. Analyzing the structure 

can help you focus your attention on the important ideas and underlying logic of a text. As you 

read, ask yourself, How are the ideas in this text organized, and how does this structure affect 

meaning? 

 

Structure Inference/Conclusion 

1.Cause and Effect 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Compare 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3.  Contrast 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4.Description 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 











 



Assignment #3:  

Respond and Think Critically 

Please respond to the following questions over “What Makes a Hero?” (pgs. 913-917) on the 

space provided below. 

1. Summarize Main Events: Write a brief summary of the main events in this article 

before you answer the following questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Clarify Details: Why did Xavier Emmanuelli, cofounder of Doctors Without Borders, 

think that his colleague, Daniel Pavard, was a hero? How does this challenge the 

traditional definition of a hero? 

 

 

 

 

3. Evaluate Ideas: According to Oxford University philosopher Roger Crisp, how do 

people in the United States define heroes? Do you agree with him? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make Inferences About Ideas: According to the writer, what are two qualities that a 

hero must have? Based on the comparisons and contrasts in the text, what do you 

think other qualities of a hero might be? Defend your response. 

 



 

5. Evaluate Conclusion: How does the writer conclude the article? Do you think it is an 

effective conclusion? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Draw Conclusions About Structure: The article compares and contrasts many visions of 

the idea of heroism. Does this organizational pattern lead you to think that people can 

recognize true heroism wherever they’re from, or are ideas about heroism just too 

diverse? Defend your conclusion with evidence from the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Compare and Contrast Subjects: Compare and contrast the heroes of Sir Thomas 

Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur and those described in this article. How are they alike and 

how are they different? Support your response with text evidence.  

 

 
 

 



Assignment #4 

Grammar: Commas 

 



 



Assignment #5 

Writing: Connect to the Story 

Write about a time when you had to handle a difficult choice? 
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Assignments #6: 

Reading Strategy: Identify Genre 

A genre is a category of literary work characterized by a particular form or style. One genre is 

the epic, a long narrative poem about a larger-than-life hero who embodies the values of his or 

her culture and people. Some epics, like this one, have been adapted into prose form. As you 

read, ask yourself, What elements of this story indicate that it is an epic? 

 

Epic Element Form in the Sundiata 

1. Details that reveal customs, 
beliefs, and values 

 
 
 
 

Sundiata has great charm and the strength 
of ten men which means these qualities are 
valued.  

2.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

3.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 











 



 

Assignment #7: 

Respond and Think Critically 

Please respond to the following questions over “from Sundiata?” (pgs. 920-924) on the space 

provided below. 

1. Connect to Personal Experience: Which aspect of the story seemed most realistic to 

you? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Summarize Events: In your own words, summarize what Sundiata fist plans to do in 

order to defeat Soumaoro. Later, what does he do before leaving Sibi? What do his 

methods suggest about him as a leader?  

 

 

 

 

3. Make Inferences About Characters: What knowledge of human nature does Balla 

Fasseke revel through his speeches? 

 

 

 

 

4. Draw Conclusions About Character: Why do you think Sundiata has such a strong 

desire to be remembered by future generations Support your conclusion with 

evidence from the text.  

 



 

5. Draw Conclusions About Ideas: At one point, the narrator of the story says, “There 

would not be any heroes if deeds were condemned to man’s forgetfulness.” What 

does this statement say about the relationship between heroes and memory? Support 

your response with text evidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Draw Conclusions About Structure: The article compares and contrasts many visions of 

the idea of heroism. Does this organizational pattern lead you to think that people can 

recognize true heroism wherever they’re from, or are ideas about heroism just too 

diverse? Defend your conclusion with evidence from the text.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Draw Conclusions About Contemporary Context: Does our society today have any 

methods comparable to Balla Fasseke’s for making people famous? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment #8 

Grammar: Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

 



 



Assignment #9 

Writing: Connect to the Story 

Write about a time you had to display courage. 
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Assignments #10: 

Reading Strategy: Compare and Contrast Versions of a Story 

There are many different versions of the tale of Sundiata. When you compare and contrast 

versions, you identify similarities and differences between them. When the same story is 

presented in varying genres, the structure of the text can affect how the story is conveyed. The 

graphic novel has many structural elements that are not part of traditional prose, such as the 

arrangement of panels to show time passing, speech bubbles for dialogue and narration, and 

the ability to show visual aspects of the story through illustration. As you read think about how 

literary elements such as plot, setting, and characters are conveyed in each excerpt, and ask 

yourself how they are affected by the structure of each text. Use a Venn diagram like the one 

below to help you keep track of similarities and differences.  

 

 

 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC 

http://www.thereadingworkshop.com/2014_03_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Assignment #11: 

Respond and Think Critically 

Please respond to the following questions over “The Lion of Mali” (pgs. 927-930) on the space 

provided below. 

1. Summarize Plot Events: Write a brief summary of the story told in this graphic novel 

before you answer the following questions. 

 

 

 

2. Identify Genre: What characteristics of legends are demonstrated in this retelling of 

the tale of Sundiata? 

 

 

 

3. Make Analyze Simile: What are two examples of simile in this excerpt? How do the 

illustrations reinforce the meaning of the similes?  

 

 

 

4. Make Inferences About Characterization: In a graphic novel, characterization occurs in 

part through the drawings of the characters. Based on his illustrations, what feeling 

might Eisner intend the reader to have toward Sumanguru? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

5. Draw Conclusions About Structure: Refer to the Venn diagram you made for 

assignment #10. What are the similarities and differences between the two versions of 

Sundiata? What are the pros and cons of using the graphic novel structure to retell a 

legend? Support your conclusion. 



Assignment #12 

Grammar: Using the Right Words 

 



 


